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The consumer's perceptions and purchase of duck

eggs and blue-shelled duck eggs 1
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Received Feb. 27, 2006 Accepted Jul. 10, 2006

Abstract

This study examined consumers' perceptions and their inclination to purchase regular or blue-shelled duck

eggs.  The analyses were focused on age, sex, education, rural-urban, and income differences, as well as their

wariness of cholesterol content, favor, and special functions of blue-shelled duck eggs. Two-stage stratified

systematic sampling was used to randomly select respondents. Household telephone numbers were first

sampled based on probability proportional to population density in each township or metropolitan city.  Last-

two-digit random dialing was employed.  Within household selection based on Hung's random table was

secondly used to sample eligible respondents.  1102 valid cases were finally collected.  The results showed that

90.3% of the respondents reported having had duck eggs.  The most frequent 57.9% reason for those who

have not had duck eggs was that they did not get used to eating or buying duck eggs.  Most of the respondents

72.1% thought that the fishy flavor of duck eggs were more distinct than that of chicken eggs p < 0.05 .

59.9% of the respondents knew blue-shelled duck eggs.  Among them, about half believed that blue-shelled

duck eggs had a medicinal effect.  The percentage of those having bought blue-shelled duck eggs from the

respondents with lower education, lower income, or living in rural areas was higher than that for those with

higher education, higher income, or living in urban areas p<0.001 . The results might shed some light on

future research on marketing of duck eggs.

Key words Fresh duck egg, Consumer, Perceptions.
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