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Table 1. The lowest and highest temperatures of the geese house

Lowest Temperature Highest Temperature

CF SF CF SF
Cool Season 20.8+2.8 21.4%35 28.5+3.2 28.9+3.7
Hot Season 262%*14 27.0+1.9 33.3£1.7 35.1%22

CF, the cement floor groups, SF, the slatted floor groups.
Means=SD ‘C
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Table 2. The effects of different types of floor on the growth performance of the White Roman geese between
5 and 13 weeks of age

Item Body weight (kg / goose) Body weight gain
(kg / goose)

Weeks of age 4 6 8 10 12 13 5-13 wks

Cool season

CF 225+0.18 3.32+0.29° 425+0.41° 4.91+0.50° 5.2940.56 5.41+0.62 3.16£0.52

SF 2.25+0.19 3.631+0.35" 4.73+0.45" 5.24+0.57" 5.55+£0.66 5.54+0.75 3.28£0.69

Hot season

CF 2.17 £0.17 3.21%£0.26° 4.02£0.38 4.61£0.51" 5.03+0.65" 5.09£0.36° 2.93£0.65"

SF 2.17 £0.19 3.504+0.28 4.58 £0.41* 5.32£0.55* 5.831+0.65* 594 £0.71" 3.76£0.69"

CF: the cement floor groups.
SF: the slatted floor groups.

&% (or *¥): Means within the same column during cool season (or hot season) with different superscripts are significantly

different (P < 0.05).
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Fig. 1. The growing curve of the White Roman geese.

C-CF, the cement floor groups under cool season.
C-SF, the slatted floor groups under cool season.
H-CF, the cement floor groups under hot season.

H-SF, the slatted floor groups under hot season.
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Table 3. The effects of the different type of floors on the feed intake and feed conversion rate of the White
Roman geese between 5 and 13 weeks of age

Feed conver-

Item Feed intake (gm / goose / day) sion rate
(feed / gain)

Weeks of age 5-6 7-8 9-10 11-12 13 5-13 5-13

Cool season

CF 289.3+52° 307.0+4.7° 327.5+21.1 3044+83 24934282 300.6+2.8" 6.00+0.19

SF 32631+6.9" 340.8£8.1" 322.6%£59 3063+6.8 2643%29.6 317.41+32" 6.02+0.24

Hot season

CF 2359 £5.8° 237.1£5.9" 260.1 £20.5% 282.2£36.0 243.2+37.0 252.6%8.9" 5.45£0.03"

SF 270.011.9% 304.1+8.0 310.2 =15.8* 345.91+30.6 271.3+42.6 303.5 £7.3* 5.081+0.08"

CF: the cement floor groups.

SF: the slat floor groups.

&% (or *¥): Means within the same column during cool season (or hot season) with different superscripts are
significantly different (P < 0.05).
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to evaluate the effects of the different slatted and cement floor on growth
performance of White Roman geese (5--13 weeks of age) under cool and hot season of Taiwan, to improve the
market bodyweight of geese under hot season, and to establish the geese productive system in geese house. A
total of 60 geese were used for first study under the cool season. The geese were randomly divided into slatted
and the cement floor groups to evaluate the effect of housing system on growth performance of geese. The
same housing system and experiment design were used in the second study. The results showed that under
the cool season, the bodyweight thel3-week old geese of the slatted and the cement floor groups were not
significantly different from each other and were 5.54 and 5.41 kg/goose, respectively. The feed efficiency of
them were 6.00 and 6.02, and were also not significantly different from each other . In contrast, under the hot
season, the body weight of the 13-week old geese (5.94 kg/goose) under the saltted group was significantly
higher (P < 0.05) than the cement floor group (5.09 kg/goose). The slatted floor group also had better feed
conversion ratio (5.08) than the cement group (5.45) (P < 0.05). It was concluded that under the hot season
of Taiwan, the growth performance and feed efficiency of the geese were improved by the slatted floor house
system. The slatted house was also useful to increase the market body weight of geese under hot season in

Taiwan.
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