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Table 1. The effects of stocking density on the body weight of geese between 5 and 13 weeks of age

Stocking density (goose/5 m?)

Age, wks Cool season Hot season
4 6 8 4 6 8
—————————————— kg /goose --------------

4 2.81+0.04"  2.78+0.05  2.7340.04 236+0.05  2.33+0.04 2.29£0.04
6 4.14%0.09°  4.03+0.09® 3.83+0.07° 3.51%+0.13 3.38£0.12  3.31%+0.09
8 538+0.12°  522+0.13®  4.93+0.10° 4.60+0.16  4.39%0.11 4.32%+0.10
10 6.0910.15*  587+0.14® 553+0.12° 526+022  5.15+0.12  5.05%+0.12
12 6.47+0.17*  6.13+0.17"  5.69+0.14° 559£0.24  547+0.16 5.35=£0.13
13 6.25+0.17* 5.92+0.18" 553+0.14° 5672024  5.63+0.20  5.52%0.14

> Means within the same row under the same season without the same superscripts are significantly different (P < 0.01).
* Mean=+SE.
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Table 2. The effects of stocking density on the feed consumption of geese between 5 and 13 weeks of age

I

Stocking density (goose/m?)

Age, wks Cool season Hot season
0.8 1.2 1.6 0.8 1.2 1.6
—————————————— g/day/goose --------------

5-6 351£15"  340+14  324+9 26020 229+24 242£10
7-8 45622  396+25 391*£16 32022 298+21 304=£24
9-10 43527  406=£9 372+£9 31312 306%12  318+£28
11-12 37934 33613  304%=10 280+8  288*15 285*14
13 22622  204=£5 203£38 31421 282%17  269+£15
Feed consumption, g/day 38821 35310  334=%9 297+11 280+9  285+14
* Mean=*SE.
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Table 3. The effects of stocking density on the feed conversion rate of geese between 5 and 13 weeks of age

Stocking density (goose/m?)

Age, wks Cool season Hot season

0.8 1.2 1.6 0.8 1.2 1.6

5-6 3.72+02°  3.83+0.1  4.16%+0.1 337405 332406  3.36%02
7-8 518402 464102  497+0.1 415104 417101  4.28+03
9-10 8.53+02  897+0.7  8.76+0.7 6.55+03 555402  621+05
11-12 1424+1.0 182509 32.98%12 1264+0.7  13.93+2.7 1435423
13 -6.42+14" 586+03 -7.67*+1.0 73.17+49.7 11.08+14 9.63+14
5-13 7.02+0.12  7.00+0.16  7.39+0.04 559+022  5.2940.16 5.49+0.13
* Mean=*SE.

" The negtive feed conversion rate means the geese having a negative body weight gain at the period.
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Table 4. The effects of stocking density on the carcass trait of geese between 5 and 13 weeks of age

Stocking density (goose/m?)

Item Cool season Hot season
0.8 1.2 1.6 0.8 1.2 1.6
—————————————— g /g00Se --------------

Body weight 6070+180" 58204320 5580+260 59504330 5350+200 5580220
Carcass 4370130 4140£230 3990+170 4180+£250 3960160 3920+170
Head 1867 19110 1737 178£8 185+15 178£8
Neck 363114 337+24 31119 341+30 31216 304417
Whole wings 626116 614124 605127 604163 579+34 578+23
Leg quarters 79222 792+27 759+33 81127 779+27 754+29
Feet 1577 160£11 1466 150£8 150+7 15710
Breast meat 922445 812149 82142 724457 681+35 681428
Abdominal fat 180427 179433 160428 236+40 128+6 189+33
Breast meat

21.1£0.6  19.6+0.8 20.6+0.6 173£0.7 17.2%£04 175%+1.0
percentage(%)
Abdominal fat b b

42+0.6 4.2+0.7 4.0£0.6 5.5+0.8" 3.31+0.2 4.7+0.7°
percentage(%)
Dressing

72006 71.1£04  71.6%+0.6 702+0.6 739209  70.2%+0.6
percentage(%)

% Means within the same row under the same season without the same superscripts are significantly different (P < 0.05).

* Mean=*SE.
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to evaluate the effects of stocking density on the growth performance of
geese raised in a slat floor house under the hot and the cool season. Each batch of geese for each season were
individually divided into A, B, C three groups and three replicates each. The stocking density of the A, B, C
groups were 4, 6, 8 geese/5 m?, respectively. The results showed that the body weight of the A group was
significantly (P < 0.01) higher than that of the C group under cool season, but no difference between A and C
groups was found under hot season. Under the two seasons, there were no difference on the feed consumption
or feed conversion rate among the three groups. No difference among the three groups in the breast meat
weight was found in the geese under two seasons. In conclusion, geese raised in the stocking density of 6
geese/5 m” and on a slat floor house was recommended when considering the body weight, feed consumption

and feed conversion rate.

Key words : Carcass performance, Growth performance, Stocking density, White Roman goose.
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