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Plate 7.1 Aggressive encounters betwesn pairs of pigs are the basis on which pigs
within a pen or group establish their ‘peck’ or social order.

Plate 7.2 Excessive stocking rate and inadequate feeding space and walering lacilities
combine to impase particular difficulties on pigs ol lower social status. This is the most
common cause of variation in feed intake and growth within a pan.
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Plate 123 Waiching feeding behaviour provides the slockman with a good indication of
wellbeing

RESTRICTED FEEDING

With restricted feeding. feeding space must be sufficient to allow all piglets to feed
at once so that equal intakes are achieved by all pigs sharing a feeder. Obviously,
if all pigs are unable to obtain access 10 the feeder at the same time. some will ob-
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Unlformlty(Above) and sick weaning pig
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Il stricken pig is a source of
Infectious bacteria
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Hudding mean inadequate heating




Lying behavior of weaning pig

Plate 12.6 Lying behaviour of pigs following weaning provides a very good indication of
their comfort. If they are nicely spread out and breathing easily, this indicates that they
are within their thermal comfort zone. Huddling and shivering indicate that they are 100
cold, while a tendency to lie very far apart and panting indicate that they are too warm
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Condition Ease of detection: ribs, backbone, hip bones
Emaciated Obvious

Thin Easily detected with pressure

Ideal Barely felt with firm pressure

Fat None

Overly fat None
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103 113 123
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%8 N (0-28H) 213 -24.6 21.7
Hisw R K 4.1 4.2 3.1
fFReaE » 0 (0.28H) 4T 5.1° 51°
ML % THAEESRILE % 54 54° 84°

ab. P<05 B, 1987.
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